




Legend of the Keetoowah

Adapted from the legend as told by Levi Gritts

When Unetlanv, the Creator, created the People, he gave them a special power to be
used for the best interest of the Keetoowah People.   They lived in large cities with tall
buildings. Some of the people who held these powers began to use it for different reasons
than it was given by the Creator.  The People did not like this.  God instructed them to take
their white, or sacred and pure fire and move away from that place.

Some went to Asia, some to India, and others to North America leaving the bad men
behind. After they had gone to other countries, these large cities were destroyed when the
ground sank and are now under the ocean. The Creator turned to the people that came to
America and gave them wisdom and guided them.

There came a time when the People began to violate their teachings - committing
crimes against each other, committing murders, and fighting between the seven clans. The
People met with their medicine men around their fire to ask the Creator for guidance. The
medicine men were inspired to go up to a high mountain, one at a time on each of seven
days.

On the seventh day, they heard a noise over them and a light brighter than day appeared
and a voice said, “I am a messenger from Unetlanv. The Creator has heard your prayers and
He has great passion for your People and from now on you shall be called Keetoowah. Go
back to your fire and worship. There is a white ball from way east, who is your enemy,
coming and your grandchildren’s feet are directed west. They shall have great trials on the
edge of the prairie. They shall be divided into different factions and their blood shall be
about only on half. Families shall be divided against each other and they shall disregard
their chiefs, leaders, medicine men, and captains. But if these younger generation should
endeavor to follow your God’s instruction there is a chance to turn back east and if not, the
next move shall be west, on to the coast and from there on to the boat and this shall be the
last.”

What does this story mean to you??

Copyright ©1996 Ken Martin



Copyright ©1996 Ken Martin

CLANS
The Keetoowah are divided into seven clans. A clan is a family of related people, and

the Keetoowah clans are passed through the mother.  When a child is born, he or she become
a member of the mother’s clan. In today’s world, it is common for a child to carry the last
name of its father.  A long time ago, Keetoowahs were more related only through clan, all
being brothers and sisters, aunts and uncles.  The clan was held through the mother, and her
mother, etc.

Villages were a mix of clans, just as communities are today. This is good because
Keetoowah religion clearly states that you cannot marry someone from your own clan,
although today it is not as obeyed as in the past. There were many ways to meet people.
Villages helped each other. They got together for local festivals. Relatives visited. Often,
there was a different mix of people in the summer villages than in the winter villages. Plus,
all the clans got together for annual festivals. There were many chances to meet people from
other clans.

The seven clans are:

Long Hair (a-n-gi-lo-hi)
Paint (a-ni-wo-di)

Bird (a-ni-tsi-s-qua)
Wolf (a-ni-wa-ya)

Wild Potato (a-ni-go-di-ge-wi)
Deer (a-ni-ka-wi)

Blue (a-ni-sa-ho-ni)

Do not tell people the name of your clan without permission from the Elders.

The star in the United Keetoowah Band of Chero-
kee Indians in Oklahoma’s seal has seven
points.....one for each clan.



Choose a clan and draw a picture that represents the clan.  Write the name
of  the clan in Keetoowah Cherokee underneath your picture!!



Original Homelands

The Keetoowah Cherokee originally lived in the Southeastern part of the United States.
The mother town, where the sacred fire first and still resides, is called Kituwah.  The  mound
where the Townhouse and Fire were located is still there.  It is near Bryson City, North
Carolina.The Cherokees were divided into two factions, the Upper Towns and the Lower Towns.
The majority of  Keetoowahs which came to the area that is now called Arkansas under a Treaty
with the United States in 1817.  Some had come before that, though.

In 1828, ten years before the Trail of Tears, the Western Cherokees (or Arkansas Cherokee,
Old Settlers, or Keetoowahs), were then moved by another Treaty in 1828, to the area where we
are now.  When the Cherokee nation that had remained in the East was moved on the Trail of
Tears in 1838, the Treaty said that they were to join the Western Cherokees.

The states that were originally
Keetoowah Cherokee homelands are:
Tennessee, Georgia,  Virginia, West
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina,
Alabama, and Kentucky.  We then moved
to what is now Arkansas, and then in
1828 moved to what is now Oklahoma.
We also had lands in Kansas, but not for
very long.



Draw a line showing all the areas the Keetoowah Cherokee have lived in.

Make a map of the area you live in, and show the closest  town.



Wampum  Belts

Ancient Keetoowah law, government and religion were officially recorded in wampum
belts.  Wampum is the name for beads that are made from a certain part of a shell.  The common
colors for wampum is purple and white.  Sometimes, wampum beads were used as money
between Native Americans and traders.  Belts, which recorded historic events or agreements
were exchanged between the people making the agreement or participating in the event.

Sacred Wampum Belts, which were woven of wampum shells to record the history,
tradition and laws of the Keetowah and Cherokees in general. The Wampums are believed to
have a special power within themselves, and are guarded very carefully to this day by religious
leaders of the Nighthawk Keetoowahs.

The wampum belts above are not the
Sacred Keetoowah belts, but belong to the
Iroqois people.  You can see the different
sized and designs....all which mean some-
thing.

Above is one of Nighthawk Keetoowah Chief Redbird Smith’s sons
displaying the Sacred Keetoowah Wampum Belts, which tell the story
of the Keetoowah People and the laws from the Creator.



Design your own wampum about something important to you.  Under your
wampum, tell us what the meaning is.



Keetoowah  Cultural  Quiz

A CHANCE FOR DISCUSSION AND LEARNING!

A long time ago, what kind of houses did Keetoowah Indians live in?

A long time ago, what did Keetoowah Cherokee men wear on their heads???

Who was a Keetoowah Cherokee Indian Chief??



How do you say ‘hello’ in the Keetoowah Cherokee language??

a.  how b. ola c. osiyo d.  kanichiwa

The present Chief of the Keetoowah Cherokee is:

a.  George Bush b. Sammy Still c. George Wickliffe d. Chief Runningwater

What question do YOU have about Keetoowah Indians?????



The seal of the United Keetoowah Band is not only beautiful but full of
meaning and history. The seal is composed of 30 seven pointed “fires” which
depict the 30 original Keetoowah towns in the old country of the Southeast. The
main Mothertown was called Kituwah.

The center is a fire which represents the fire which continues to burn. The
seven points of the fire portray the seven clans. The four stars outside the circle of
colorful rings portray the four cardinal directions.  The stars stand on two of their
points, so that they are even and balanced.  The Elders say that any other star
standing on just one point is a desecration to the Mother Earth, and would eventually
fall over as it cannot stand on one point.

Symbolizing peace is the white background. The colors within the circle are
representative of the colorful history of the Keetoowah people.

Strength of the Keetoowah People is illustrated by the Oak leaves in the
center of the seal surrounding the burning fire.

The seal was designed in 1968 and revised in 1991.



Create your own seal that represents you, your family, or your community.
Write it’s meaning underneath.



Keetoowah  Cherokee
Syllabary

uh

T he first to read and write with the Syllabary was Sequoyah’s daughter,
Ayoka. Sequoyah and Ayoka were charged with ‘witchcraft and
sorcery’ due to the miracle of making leaves of paper to talk.

A group of warriors were brought in and Ayoka, being in a separate
area, communicated back and forth over the distance with her father, until
the warriors and others were convinced that the symbolism represented
‘talking.’ After the trial ended, the warriors asked Sequoyah to teach them,
too. Before long, the knowledge of reading and writing the Keetoowah
Cherokee language had spread far and wide.

The syllabary was not completed until Sequoyah, along with other
Keetoowahs, had migrated to what is now Arkansas . In 1821, he traveled
to the Cherokee Nation back east, and presented the syllabary to Cherokees
living there. After returning home to the Keetoowahs in 1822, he focused
much of his time teaching the Keetoowah Cherokee written language.
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ending sound in each column

ah eh ee oh oo

B
eg

in
n

in
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ou
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y



Brief Keetoowah Cherokee History
for Parents and Older Students
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